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111 the midst of which " the MESSIAH was to be cut off?   And

Jit

accordingly they expired A.D. 14, fourteen years before the com-
mencement of OUR LORD'S public ministry, A.D. 28.
By Isaiah^s prophecies:

6.  The precise year of its commencement was foretold to be a
Jubilee, or " the acceptable year of THE LORD," and such was
A.D. 28, as shewn before.

7,  The chief scene of his ministry Is also foretold  to   be
" Galilee of the Gentiles" the upper or northern Galilee, bor-
dering on Syria, which had formerly been " the land of Naph-
tali, and the land of Zelulon,;" the first which had been wasted,
and the inhabitants carried into captivity by the Assyrians, un-
der Tlglath-pilasmr, 2 Kings xv. 29, I Chroii. v. 26; and also
the first to be blessed with the marvellous light of the GOSPEL,
though held in contempt by the Jews.

IX. 1. " As [Goo,] in the former time debased

The land of Zebuton, and the land of Naphtali,
So in the future shall He make glorious,
[By] the way of the sea, beside Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles.
2. The people that walked in darkness
Have seen a great light;
The inhabitants in a land the shadow of death,
Upon them hath the light shined."

This noble prophecy (more closely rendered) is partially cited
by the Evangelist Matthew, giving only the substance of the
first verse, and a slight variation of the second.

IV. 15. ------" The land of Zebulon and the land of Najphtatt,------

[By] the way of the sea, beside Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles ;
16. The people that sate in darkness
Have seen a great light;

And to them that sate in the region and shadow of death,
To them hath the light arisen."

May the concentrated light of these luminous chronological
prophecies contribute to remove that "partial blindness which
hath still befallen Israel" and the veil, of ignorance, inattention,
and obduracy, which prevents the Jews from understanding the
spirit and meaning of their own LAW, and perceiving that
" CHRIST is the end of the LAW fox righteousness? "the testi-
fying of JESUS, the spirit or drift of prophecy? " to whom give
all the prophets witness;" which veil has hitherto been cast